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Scientific report 2006

Similarly to the past few years, the great international projects and the data surveys of the
strategic work dominated the institute’s research. A prominent role has been designated to
risk management and the preservation of the environment as well as technology and
knowledge-economy, work-and organization sociology and the research of culture.
Considerable time has been devoted to research concerning social roles and politics as well.
The greater part of the institute’s work is of dual use, due to the demand for empirical data
processing. The results can be used for the preparation and testing of social-political
strategies, the collected data for creating basic research synthesis.

1. Main national relations

The institute did not accept orders from the competitive sector. Its relationship with the
National Development Project has become more important due to the increased demand by
public administration for analysis. The main projects were supported by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Economy and Transport, the Ministry of Education and
Culture, the Ministry of Environment and Water as well as the Ministry of Health and the
Prime Minister’s Office. The expert committees appointed by the government which reviewed
the fundamentals of church politics of the Hungarian state, worked on the premises of the
institute. The researchers participated in the preparation of the professional strategies of the
national conciliation bodies — especially on the area of the Social Contract. Our researchers
teach in all of the biggest universities or their doctoral schools.

I1. Main international relations

The institute gained three big EU projects in 2006 and five more are being prepared for the
7th framework. The following projects can be mentioned in the first place: the old-age
programme associated with the Japanese Foundation; the HIV Prevention within High-Risk
Social Networks — International Social Network Study research project, led by CAIR,
Medical College of Wisconsin, sponsored by the National Institute of Mental Health, USA;
(Luxemburg, Austria); and the bilateral exchange programmes with the CNRS and the
Russian, the Polish, the Ukrainian, the Armenian and the Romanian Academies of Sciences.
The institute contacted the OECD’s science-political and economy-strategic committees and
made a bilateral agreement with the renowned social-science institute of Berlin (WZB) for the
Third Word Countries — especially for the Balkan programmes. The institute is a member of a
Central-European social research PhD training network located in Prague. It has expanded its
cooperation with the Environment Political Institute of the United Nations University (Bonn),
and has continued the global Water Programme of UNESCO (Paris). It has actively taken part
in the programmes offered by the Soros Foundation which are supporting the reforms of



social-scientific education in the large post-soviet universities (Petersburg, Llov, Harkov,
Kisinyov). The institute is a prominent partner and continuous host of the Hungarian
programmes of the German Friedrich Ebert Foundation (FES). It has launched the preparation
of those FES programmes in which it will be a joint-partner in some Balkan and East-
European programmes.

I11. Prominent research
European Social Survey (EUTE/ESS)

The institute, associated with MTA PTI and TARKI, continuously coordinates social-political
data-survey of 28 countries for scientific reasons. The data survey assures unique sources for
many investigations of Hungarian social-policy trends, sets them into an international context,
and is becoming one of the most important sources of Hungarian social-politics and social-
economic planning.

Hungary 2015; Hungary 2020 project

Working out the complex Hungarian future vision modelled the development of the
Hungarian society and economy by the segment of competitiveness, sustainability,
institutional reforms, social cohesion and knowledge-based society (connected to the
criterions of EU, Lisbon) in the next decade. The results have been published in 7+1 volumes.

Delphi project

This opinion generating research revealed specific cross-over effects between the academic
elite and prominent parliamentary and media figures.

Hungarian-Slovakian comparative complex training programme for closing the Romas
(NKFP)

The Hungarian Roma research was started in 2005 and was going on in 2006 with the
comparison of the Hungarian, Slovakian Roma politics. The processing of the results and
comparing it with the Hungarian Equal opportunity policy will be realized in the next year.

Towards equal opportunities for small villages and villagers — Opportunities, development
paths and good development practice in rural regions (NKFP)

Researchers prepared role-plays in the research for the new regions and developed
professional research network to generate provincial future images. The previous big conflict
project referring to the regions was reassessed.

The societal determination of progress in school (NKTH)

WORKS - Work-organisation and restructuring the knowledge society (EU FP6);
MEADOW - Measuring the dynamics of organizations and work (EU FP6)
This work and organisation sociological research focuses on new technology, organisations of
learning, corporate knowledge and varieties of capitalism. The process of corporate education
was analysed in detail and it was shown how organizations cooperate in disseminating
different types of knowledge.



KNOWandPOL - The role of knowledge in the construction and regulation of health and
education policy in Europe: convergences and specificities among nations and sectors (EU
FP6)

Learning from families in Europe — policies and practices to combat social exclusion amongst
families with young children (EU)
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Statistics

Number of researchers: 41

Organization of scientific programmes: 7
Number of publications: 169

Number of employees in higher education: 11
Number of citations: 298

Number of national projects: 19

Number of scientific lectures: 87

Number of international projects: 16 (EU resource out of it: 9)



